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merchant princes, the founders of families
which during centuries contended for sway.
In Paris neither the palaces of the once-wor-
shipped Monarchy, nor yet those military hos-
pitals and trophies of conquest which embody
the martial spirit of a nation devoted to fame,
can prevent the eye of the stranger, or of
the native, from wandering to those glittering
temples of gaiety and sensual pleasure., the
innumerable and magnificent caf& and res-
taurante, with their marble pillars, their mirrored
walls, and their vaulted roofs of blue and gold.
London, in its wilderness of brick, is a world
rather than a city. A few considerable and
solid buildings, lost however in the plebeian
mass, represent scientific institutions, flourishing
trades, or political associations; and two edi-
fices rising high above the rest, St. Paul's and
the Parliament House, impersonate Church and
State, But the city at large, with its con-
venient straight streets, its houses of equal
height, and one monotonous colour, its smoky
atmosphere, its plain proprieties, its parks and
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